
 

 

Welcome to English 2 with Mr. Schmitz at Sierra High School!  This syllabus is designed to give you all 

the critical information you need in order to be successful in English 2 this term.  Please keep this 

syllabus with your English materials at all times so you may reference it at any time. Should you ever 

have questions please stop by my room any time before school, during brunch/lunch, or after 

school, or email me. 

Classroom Expectations: 

In this English 2 classroom, we work hard.  Getting through a full year of English 2 in 18 weeks is not an easy task 

and we must remain focused.  I ask very few things of you when we are together: 

❖ Come prepared each day (have all your required materials). 
❖ Respect yourself, your classmates, and me. 
❖ Turn in your work on time. 
❖ Participate in class. 
❖ No excuses. 

 

In addition to this please note that I follow Sierra High Schools tardy policy strictly.  In class you should not wear 

hats, ear buds, and keep your cell phone in your bag either off or on silent (actual silent mode…not vibrate). 

English 2 Essential Question:   

How does our response to conflict reveal our true character? 

The study of literature and process of writing are not only functional skills that are needed to be successful in 

society, but they are also a way for us to explore and discover who we are as people.  An exceptional piece of 

writing will not just entertain the reader but it will force them to examine what makes them who they are.  In this 

class, we are not just reading and writing, we are on a journey to explore who we are and who we want to be.  The 

novels that we are going to read this term are deep in many aspects.  They deal with difficult topics and we will 

approach them with the essential question above in mind.  Below are the novels we will read and the individual 

essential questions for each of those novels that we will be exploring as we read.  The answers to these questions 

will culminate in the answering of the larger question above: 

Novel Author Essential Question 

House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros What are the consequences of prejudice and injustice? 

Night Elie Wiesel What is the essential factor in being “human”? 

Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury  What is true happiness? Does knowledge contribute to it or 
inhibit it? 
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Major Portfolio Assignments: 

Over the course of this term, you will produce 7 major pieces of writing.  Those pieces are as follows: 

❖ Resume ❖ Autobiographical Narrative Essay ❖ Persuasive Argumentation Essay 

❖ Analysis of Literature Essay ❖ Analysis of Non-Fiction Text Essay ❖ Comparison of Text and Media Essay 

❖ Research Paper 

 

 

Materials Needed:               Grading Scale: 

 

❖ Composition Notebook ❖ Binder Paper ❖ 100%-90% = A ❖ 69%-60% = D 
❖ Highlighter (3 color pack) ❖ #2 Pencils ❖ 89%-80% = B ❖ 59%-0% = F 
❖ Black or Blue Pen ❖ Charged Laptop 

Every Day 
❖ 79%-70% = C  

 

Grading Weights 
 
❖ Writing 35% ❖ Reading 25% 
❖ Vocabulary 20% ❖ Participation/Study Skills 10% 
❖ Final  10 %   
 
 
Late Work  
Late work is not permitted unless explicitly stated. Everyone has the same due dates for assignments and if others 
can get their work turned in on time, you can too. On a similar note, unless otherwise stated, electronic 
submissions will not be accepted. Emailing an assignment before class begins with the message “I couldn't print 
this so here you go” does not count as turning in an assignment. Excused absences are the only way any form of 
late work is allowed. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance will be taken each day. Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared to work. The tardy 
policy will be strictly enforced. Students not in their seats at the sound of the bell will be marked tardy and placed 
on a tardy contract from their first offence. Students must get their absences excused from the office in order to 
have their work they missed be considered for submission. Once an absence is excused, students will have two (2) 
days to complete the missing work. Late work will not be accepted if absences are unexcused. 
 

Turnitin.com 

All essays will be submitted through turnitin.com and as a hardcopy. Students will need to make their own account 
on turnitin.com. Turnitin is used to ensure students are producing their own original works, and are able to use 
sources properly according to MLA standards. Students not submitting their work to turnitin.com will receive a 
zero on the assignment. Any submission receiving over 25% will be reviewed by the teacher. 

Extra Credit 

There will be no extra credit assignments offered in this class. There will occasionally be bonus points given on 
assignments that students will have the opportunity to earn. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism 

Academic dishonesty (e.g. lying/cheating/stealing on assignments) will NOT be tolerated. Academic dishonesty 
includes using the ideas or words of others as your own, using previously written papers and submitting them to 
another instructor, and/or submitting the same paper to two courses without securing approval from both 
instructors. Any evidence of cheating or plagiarism will result in immediate failure of the assignment, along with a 
possible referral to the administration. 

 


